
 

                   

Understanding Contrast in English Grammar 

 

What is contrast in grammar?  

Contrast in grammar refers to the highlighting of differences between elements within 

a sentence or between different sentences. This is often achieved through the use of 

contrasting conjunctions like "but," "however," or "although," as well as through specific 

grammatical structures that emphasize opposition or differentiation. 

Explication in french :  

Le contraste en grammaire se réfère à la mise en évidence des différences entre les 

éléments à l'intérieur d'une phrase ou entre différentes phrases. Cela est souvent 

réalisé grâce à l'utilisation de conjonctions de contraste comme "mais", "cependant" 

ou "bien que", ainsi que par le biais de structures grammaticales spécifiques qui 

mettent en évidence l'opposition ou la différenciation. 

Examples: 

Conjunctions of Contrast: 

 She loves playing tennis, but she dislikes golf. 

 He is intelligent; however, he lacks motivation. 

 Contrast in Sentence  

 While she enjoys cooking, her husband prefers dining out. 

 Despite the rain, they decided to go for a walk. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Interactive Quizzes 

Ready to put your knowledge to the test? Take this quiz to see if you've 

mastered the lesson. 

 

Beginner Level  

Quiz: Fill in the Blanks 

1. He is happy, _______ his brother is sad. 

 a) but 

 b) and 

 c) so 

2. She likes tea, _______ her friend prefers coffee. 

 a) but 

 b) and 

 c) or 

3. _______ it's raining, they're still going to the park. 

 a) But 

 b) Despite 

 c) However 

 

 

                      Common Mistakes:  

Ensure clarity when expressing contrast to avoid confusion. 

For example, "He is diligent but lazy" effectively contrasts 

characteristics. However, using "and" instead of "but" would 

suggest he's both diligent and lazy, which contradicts the 

intended contrast. 

 



Intermediate Level 

 Quiz: Choose the Correct Structure 

1. _______ he studied hard, he failed the exam. 

 a) Despite 

 b) Because 

 c) Although 

2. They are twins, _______ they have different personalities. 

 a) but 

 b) and 

 c) so 

3. She didn't have much experience, _______ she got the job. 

 a) and 

 b) but 

 c) so 

Advanced Level  

Quiz: Write a Sentence Demonstrating Contrast 

1. _______ it was late, he continued working. 

 Write a sentence demonstrating contrast using the appropriate 

conjunction or structure. 

2. _______ his wealth, he leads a simple life. 

 Write a sentence demonstrating contrast using the appropriate 

conjunction or structure. 

3. She is a vegetarian, _______ her husband loves steak. 

 Write a sentence demonstrating contrast using the appropriate 

conjunction or structure. 



 

The answers:  

Beginner Level: 

1. a) but 

2. a) but 

3. c) However 

Intermediate Level: 

1. c) Although 

2. a) but 

3. b) but 

Advanced Level: 

1. Despite — "Despite it being late, he continued working." 

2. Despite — "Despite his wealth, he leads a simple life." 

3. while — "She is a vegetarian, while her husband loves steak." 

 

 


